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“…children had an opportunity to read and 
discuss the books they are reading, 
participate in arts and crafts, and one of the 
biggest things, interact with children they 
would not normally be in the company of” 
Stuart Howarth 
Team Leader, Libraries & Customer 

Access 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Council Library Services 

Project: Fit, Feed and Read 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,500 

 
Smallbridge Library's Fit, Feed and Read was an initiative throughout the school summer 
holidays (24 July to 1 September 2017) to provide every child aged 5-11 who joined the 
Summer Reading Challenge 2017 with a free lunch on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays 
between 11am and 2.30pm and Tuesdays between 11am and 12.30pm.  The children had an 
opportunity to read and discuss the books they are reading, participate in arts and crafts and 
get active with outdoor sports sessions. 
 
Animal Agents was the name of the Summer Reading Challenge 2017 that aimed to get 
children into libraries to keep up their reading skills and confidence during the long holidays.  
The Challenge has a different theme each year and children can read whatever they like - 
fact books, joke books, picture books, audio books - just as long as they are borrowed from 
the library.  Children receive special rewards each time they finish a book and there's a 
certificate and medal for everyone who completes the Challenge.  The Summer Reading 
Challenge is open to all primary school aged children and is designed for all reading abilities. 
Schools work with local libraries and give out information to encourage children to take part, 
and most libraries run a Summer Reading Challenge linked to early year’s activity for pre-
schoolers.  The theme of Animal Agents, illustrated by the UK's best-selling children's 
illustrator Tony Ross, was about a detective agency manned by all kinds of clever animals. 

https://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/summer-reading-challenge-resources-for-teachers.html


  

 

By reading and visiting the library through the holidays, children received a special Animal 
Agents detective folder, a host of stickers (some with mysterious smells) and other goodies, 
plus a medal and a certificate when they read any six books over the summer holidays.  The 
Summer Reading Challenge website allowed children to log the books they read during the 
summer – and beyond.  Also they could find new books to read, recommended by other 
children, watch exclusive author videos, take part in competitions and play games. 
 
Link4Life had planned to deliver Fit and Fed sessions during the summer holidays and after 
discovering the Library Service were planning on extending the Read and Feed initiative 
across the borough, they viewed it as an ideal opportunity to combine the projects to share 
resources and offer more provision to more young people who were in need of it.  A link 
established with FareShare (a charity that helps organisations working with people who could 
go hungry by distributing surplus food from the food industry) facilitated the provision of over 
450 meals to the young people who were attending the Fit, Feed and Read sessions across 
the borough.  Heywood Civic Centre was the central delivery site for the food as it had 
appropriate storage space for the large quantity of drinks, cereal bars and biscuits each week 
before the food was then distributed to each venue.  A local caterer was used to supply 
sandwiches alongside the food from Fareshare to guarantee each child received a lunch and 
not be solely reliant on the fluctuating quantity of surplus food.  Two multi-sport coaches 
facilitated the sports sessions utilising space in and around the library.  Sports were adapted 
to the space, eg tennis was delivered inside a library with softer balls and a portable net.  
Over 22 coaches worked on the Fit, Feed and Read sessions with the majority living within 
the borough.  As well as having qualifications in sport and leisure, the coaches who 
facilitated the sessions engaged with young people from the different areas and the diversity 
of the workforce reflected the various communities the sessions were being delivered in. 



  

Link4Life propose to link future projects with the Link4Life Healthy Weight Team who will be 
providing family cooking on a budget workshops.  It would also be useful to upskill local 
people to help support the sessions, ie food hygiene and cooking qualifications.  We have 
links with NCS (National Citizen Service) and groups of young people chose to come down to 
Darnhill, Balderstone and Junction Libraries to help out and implement skills they’d learned 
over the summer.  A video was produced by the NCS group 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaKU-JSObFE 
Scott Hardy 

Youth Intervention Officer, Link4Life 

 
The coaches also supported the morning read sessions at some of the venues where staffing 
was stretched.  Young people who attended regularly were given free family swim vouchers. 
 
Fit, Feed and Read has attracted young people into the library to experience reading for 
pleasure, inspire their creativity, develop relationships with others and get active.  The 
provision of a free lunch has ensured some consistency for those children who are in receipt 
of free school meals. 



  

“Our enthusiastic volunteers explained how the 
engines worked to the children.  Some little boys 
even turned down the crafts because the engines 
were just starting and they were enthralled.  Key 
achievement from the project was the sheer amount 
of children who visited.  We were overwhelmed by 
the support.  Nearly a full class came from a local 
school as they are currently studying steam engines” 
Zoe Attwood 

Chair, Ellenroad Steam Museum Society 

 

Recipient: Ellenroad Steam Museum Society 

Project: Ellenroad Children's Takeover Day 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £480 

 
Ellenroad Steam Museum Society was established to advance the education of the public 
about Ellenroad Engine House and the engines.  The society assists Ellenroad Trust in the 
preservation, restoration, maintenance and repair of Ellenroad Steam Museum comprising 
the mill engine, the engine house, the boilers/boiler house and associated buildings at 
Ellenroad Mill, Milnrow.  The Engine House is a National Historic Monument and the Trust is 
the legal guardian of the site.  The Ellenroad Steam Museum Society is tasked by the Trust 
to carry out the day to day activities on the site.  It maintains the building, engines and 
exhibits and organises the monthly steaming days when the Engine House is open to the 
public.  At the present time it is entirely run by volunteers. 
 
A children’s takeover day was organised on 1 April 2018 to encourage young people’s 
interest in the Engine House and learn the skills of current volunteers relating to the running 
and maintenance of the engines for future generations.  A craft activity provided each child 
with a visible memory of the day and prompted discussions with other children.  Other 
activities included period games, face painting, balloon modelling and a stationary engine 
group display to explain simple engines.  Ellenroad Steam Museum Society achieved their 
aim of engaging with local children and securing new volunteers. 



  

“Games were organised between schools, club 
teams and festivals for players to just turn up 
and play.  The participants had fun, which was 
one of the major objectives.  We were happy 
with the project and we hope to continue this 
and develop a local community club” 
Niel Wood 
Chair of Trustees, Hornets Sporting 

Foundation 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Hornets Sporting Foundation 

Project: Pennines Township Origin Series 2017 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £4,360 

 
Rochdale Hornets Sporting Foundation is a charity that aims to encourage the people of the 
borough to get involved with rugby league regardless of age or ability.  A dedicated 
community coaching staff and foundation management team work with local clubs, schools 
and organisations to promote rugby league and to make sure more people can enjoy 
playing, watching and being involved in the sport.  Fun and unique opportunities are 
provided to inspire children and adults to lead a healthier, fuller life and take a pride in their 
local community by using a variety of engaging quality assured programmes. 
 
Pennines Township Origin Series 2017 was a programme of healthy activity, competition 
and support for young people based on the State of Origin Series in Australia to engender a 
sense of pride in their local community, in themselves and their home town.  The programme 
aimed to support young people to take part in regular, supervised physical activity, provide a 
framework in which to learn new social and athletic skills to serve them for life, create a 
personal responsibility for their own physical fitness, ensure that young people have access 
to healthy out of school diversions and encourage social cohesion with the whole community 
having the opportunity to play together. 
 
The Hornets Sporting Foundation provided twelve weeks of rugby league coaching to 
primary and secondary schools in the Pennines area.  Coaching was supplied by qualified 
and DBS certified staff.  Four primary schools (St James, Smithy Bridge, Crossgates and 
Kentmere Primary Schools) and two secondary school (Wardle High and Hollingworth High 
Schools) participated in the programme (over 550 young people) and in addition to the rugby 
league coaching they had the opportunity to play at a festival watched by their families and 
friends and benefit from fitness testing and improvement sessions.  Cobras young players 
enjoyed Wednesday evening games for under 6, 7 and 8 year olds – their first taste of team 
sport.  Every player who attended the programme was eligible to play in the 2017 Origin 
Series between the four Townships over a four week period and the local community were 
invited to attend to support their Township in the competition.  Local young people learnt 
basic fundamental movement skills and many of them had the opportunity to test their own 
physical literacy and to improve over an eight month period. 



 

  

“… enable easier access to our fishing 
waters for young anglers, disabled and 
CAP’s - this is a community facility which 
is very popular locally” 
Raymond Barber 

Secretary, Todmorden Angling Society 

 

Recipient: Todmorden Angling Society 

Project: Town House and Croft Fisheries improvement works 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £10,000 

 
Todmorden Angling Society has been established since 1935 and their aim is to provide 
opportunities for recreation, participation and competition with training and education in the 
sport of angling.  Members enjoy a varied range of well-maintained and stocked angling 
waters in West Yorkshire, East Lancashire and Greater Manchester with Carp, Pike, Chub, 
Roach, Perch, Bream, Tench, Gudgeon, Ruffe and Rudd.  Participation in the sport is 
encouraged irrespective of age, gender or ability and Todmorden Angling Society host family 
fishing days throughout the spring and summer that are free to attend with all bait and tackle 
provided.  In addition, the club open days are organised with fishing demonstrations from some of 
the club’s elite anglers and qualified, insured and experienced coaches are on hand to help 
coach the participants plus net dipping to show what wonderful creatures live in the waters with a 
microscope to study them in detail. 
 
Improving and protecting the environment is important to Todmorden Angling Society and they 
have restored a number of waters from dereliction and continue to undertake improvements to 
enhance the various sites.  The timber fishing platforms at both Town House and Croft Fisheries 
were replaced with recycled plastic boarding and footpaths re-stoned to improve access to each 
community facility water.  Special disabled access and parent/child fishing pegs have been 
provided as part of the project on each water.  Children and people with disabilities benefit from 
the opportunity to get outdoors, develop an appreciation of the natural environment and it helps 
them to focus and concentrate.  Angling is also an extremely social activity with society members 
enjoying the sport in groups or with friends and it is a great way for parents and children to spend 
some quality time together. 



  

 

Todmorden Angling Society celebrated the improvements on both Town House and Croft 
Fisheries with a Family Open Day on 6 May 2018 at Town House.  Coaches had an early start to 
set up the equipment and assess the waters to advise the best fishing locations to aid the next 
generation of anglers.  Ribble Rivers Trust provided an entomology display and showed the 
children the many species living alongside the fish.  Novice anglers young and old were 
welcomed to the new fishing pegs in glorious sunshine and all 30 participants caught a fish and 
enjoyed the day. 



  

“Our annual Christmas event is always well 
attended and helps promote the library further.  
The silent disco proved a great draw and created 
a buzz and need to find out more about the 
service.  One mum was overjoyed that she could 
go to a disco with her children since she stopped 
going when she became a mum. The shared 
experience proved to be memorable” 
Shabana Afzal 

Senior Library & Library 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Council Library Services 

Project: Littleborough Library Christmas Family Fun Day 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £300 

 
Littleborough Library is a community hub for various groups/individuals and organisations 
with resources made available to help people gain access to free information, learn, improve 
their wellbeing and aspire.  The library is an integral part of the community in bringing people 
young and old from all backgrounds together to create a fun, safe and learning environment 
for everyone. 
 
A Christmas Family Fun Day was hosted by Littleborough Library on 22 December 2017 with 
a silent disco to provide a unique experience in a library environment.  A variety of popular, 
retro and Christmas tunes were broadcast through blue tooth headphones to provide library 
customers with music whilst participating in festive activities.  Father Christmas entertained 
the children with Christmas themed stories and crafts.  The community from all backgrounds 
and ages came to take part in celebrating Christmas and the disco.  The concept of a disco 
and how it would be run in a quiet space was intriguing and one that many people wanted to 
participate in.  Families with children/grandparents were thrilled to be able to share a space 
to enjoy a silent disco with the whole family.  Everyone who attended the disco enjoyed the 
experience not usually associated with a library and it introduced new visitors to the library 
and its services. 



   

…the whole family were able to take part in the disco.  It was great to see 
parents/grandparents share music from their era with the younger generation.  It proved to be 
a really enjoyable and fun disco which has created some good memories for some, which 
they took away with them and people have loved saying they had a disco at their local library.  
We were very pleased by bringing to the forefront the library’s presence in the community.  
Many more people are now aware that we provide more than books.  There is everything 
from health trainers, free computers, access to the internet and information on Council 
matters. 
Shabana Afzal 

Senior Library & Information Assistant, Littleborough Library 



  

“The studio members group have so far 
fulfilled their ambitions for the gallery space. 
The space looks amazing and will easily equal 
any similar artist led provision in the North 
West.  The exhibition programme is looking 
vibrant for the next twelve months” 
Angela Tait 

Treasurer, Ebor Studio Group 

 

Recipient: Ebor Studio Group 

Project: Gallery renovation 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,000 

 
Ebor Studio is an independent artist-run studio facility incorporating professional artist 
studios, sculpture resources and an informal educational programme.  The studio was 
originally built as ‘Ebor Mill’ around the 1870’s and it is a four storey building with well-
equipped workshop facilities and spacious accommodation.  The studio offers project 
opportunities and teaching resources catering for all levels of experience – regular classes 
and specialist short courses.  It is a productive environment for the creation of artistic works 
and promotes community engagement and education with a programme of exhibitions, 
residences and projects that benefit its members. 
 
A large room had been allocated at Ebor Studio as a new gallery and associated teaching 
space.  In order for the space to reach its full potential and to function professionally, minor 
refurbishment was required and disabled access needed to be improved.  Refurbishment of 
the space involved the installation of display boards, cleaning and treatment of the floor, 
rewire and installation of light fittings, provision of radiators, replacement windows, fit door 
closers and window blinds, build a cupboard partition and redecorate.  The foyer required the 
removal of the stud walls, board replacement, floor making good and redecoration.  For 
improved accessibility, it is proposed to install a portable ramp, changes to the toilets and 
fitting of external/internal handrails.  Ebor Studio Group were unsuccessful in their bid to the 
Arts Council to fund the work originally planned on the foyer and disabled access provision, 
so Ebor Studio members have had to undertake more of the manual work themselves and 
alter the plans for the foyer space. 



  

 

Ebor Studio Gallery has been refurbished to a standard that will enable the venue to 
establish itself as a viable destination for high quality art provision in the borough and deliver 
a vibrant exhibition programme.  Also the group can offer artists residencies and attract 
exhibitors from studios throughout the UK and beyond.  The community can exercise their 
creativity and improve skills with the teaching space used to deliver a more extensive range 
of classes and workshops. 

 



  

“As a direct result of the Town Centre Fund grant 
Littleborough Food & Drink Festival is becoming a 
successful, notably well organised, established 
local event, that promotes Littleborough as being a 
great place to visit, with various independent 
shops and places to eat. Consequently this 
attracts people to visit the area which clearly 
supports local businesses” 
Neela Jackson 
Voluntary Sub-Committee Member/Deputy 

Event Manager 

 

Recipient: Littleborough Food & Drink Festival Committee 

Project: Littleborough Food & Drink Festival 2017 

Fund: Town Centre Fund 

Awarded: £2,214.64 

 
Littleborough Food & Drink Festival 2017 on Saturday 10 June celebrated ‘Great British’ food 
and drink with the theme of a vintage British street party with seating area and decorations 
including Union bunting flags and balloons, and quality musical entertainment throughout the 
day.  Hare Hill Road and Victoria Street areas formed the ‘festival hub’, accommodating two 
seating areas, over 20 food and drink stalls, an entertainment marquee, the cooking 
demonstration kitchen and face painting.  A new addition to the festival provision this year 
was a Children’s Cookery School session led by Andy McKay.  The Cookery School 
maximised the use of the cooking demonstration kitchen and also offered a fun, learning 
opportunity for children and their parent/guardian. 
 
The demonstration kitchen gave three local chefs from Littleborough Deli, The Green Door 
Restaurant and The White House, the opportunity to showcase their talents, provide 
informative demonstrations for the public to watch and promoted their individual businesses.  
The demonstrations proved very popular with members of the public with feedback that they 
attended the festival on the basis of having enjoyed them so much the previous year. 
 
Local businesses participated in the festival by forming a ‘food trail’ where visitors were 
provided with a map of the centre and invited to visit each shop, café or business to sample 



  

 

food tasters provided by the business or a food trader situated within the business premises 
for the event.  The success of the ‘food trail’ in 2016 saw some businesses consolidating 
their relationships and working together to promote each other’s services again this year.  
Local restaurants were invited to take part in the event with the option to run a stall or provide 
food tasters in a local shop with priority given to Littleborough based businesses and then 
Rochdale based before out of area providers.  Last year’s event provided the catalyst for one 
provider to go on and go full time into food retail and this year another fledgling business 
used the festival as their launch event.  The festival is providing opportunities for start-up 
businesses as well as established ones. 
 
Littleborough Food & Drink Festival 2017 was again successful in achieving an event that 
attracted large numbers of people, local and from outside the area, putting Littleborough on 
the map and creating a thriving event for all to enjoy.  The festival brings together local 
businesses with mutual relationships and connections made and also the community comes 
together for a day of fun and food.  The number of people visiting Littleborough centre on the 
day was again high despite very poor weather, and this could be the result of effective 
publicity and marketing or be based on the positive impact of last year’s event meaning 
people are putting the event on their calendar and endeavour to come to enjoy themselves 
whatever the weather. 
 
After the success of this year’s festival, planning has commenced for the event next year with 
proposals to make some changes to the ‘food trail’ to try to incentivise the public more to visit 
shops and hopefully create a higher footfall, ensure stalls are set out in such a way that it 
encourages visitors into retail food shops, provide more children with the opportunity to 
attend Children’s Cookery School by offering two sessions on the day and introduce some 
new, upcoming local chefs using the cookery demonstrations.  The Littleborough Food & 
Drink Festival Committee wish to maintain a large enough event footprint to accommodate 
25 food stalls, an entertainment marquee, the cooking demonstration kitchen, Children’s 
Cookery School and create more attractions for children with activities such as traditional 
interactive ‘game’ style stalls such as coconut shy, hook a duck, etc.  Festival organisers 
anticipate that the event will grow year on year providing they can maintain the support they 
have received. 



  

The Town Centre Fund grant enabled the provision of the professional cookery 
demonstration kitchen which is fundamental for providing the chef’s cooking demonstrations. 
It also funded the rebranding of the Festival artwork creating more sophisticated marketing 
materials; a top quality, well known band for musical entertainment throughout the day and 
also two award winning professional face painters who are highly experienced in corporate 
and community events.  All this contributed to making the event professional, well organised 
and highly successful. 
Neela Jackson 

Voluntary Sub-Committee Member/Deputy Event Manager 



  

“The library facilities have been improved making it a 
more valuable community resource.  Visiting speaker 
Iain Boden used the equipment to project 
photographs to accompany his talk to the Reading 
Group.  It has given club members the opportunity to 
gain experience of technology not otherwise available 
and created a much better teaching environment” 
Colin Scholes 
Chairperson, Smithy Bridge Silver Surfers 

Computer Club 

 

Recipient: Smithy Bridge Silver Surfers Computer Club 

Project: Smithy Bridge Silver Surfers Computer Club Equipment 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,858.97 

 
Smithy Bridge Silver Surfers Computer Club aims to encourage, support and educate 
members in all aspects of current computer technology using a range of different devices.  
Meeting on a weekly basis during school term time, the club offers members an open ended 
and eclectic range of activities including digital photography and photo editing, mobile phone 
security, cloud computing, online shopping and internet banking.  Members use their own 
laptops, tablets, smart phones and digital cameras to participate in lessons and 
question/answer sessions. 
 
Smithy Bridge Library agreed to support the Silver Surfers Computer Club with their proposal 
to enhance the IT facilities available for teaching demonstrations and presentations.  A HD 
image projector featuring a 10,000:1 contrast ratio and 2,000 lumen brightness with built-in 
speakers has been mounted on the ceiling of the library and a quality projector screen on a 
spring roller (to be extended when needed) has been installed for wireless use with a 
computer or tablet.  The iPad Pro has proved a valuable teaching aid for members as it has 
given them the opportunity to experience the latest technology and they can borrow the tablet 
to practice at home to build their confidence.  The Silver Surfers Club has prepared 
instructions for use and a signing in/out system for all the equipment.  The equipment has 
enhanced the image and sound quality during teaching sessions and it has been made 
available to other groups that use the library for presentations. 



   

“The general public visiting the park both 
over the weekend and the following weeks 
have commented about how beautiful the 
park looked with all the decorations” 
Nick Andrews 
Treasurer 

Littleborough Arts Festival 

 

Recipient: Littleborough Arts Festival 

Project: Woollen Woods 2017 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £500 

 
Littleborough Arts Festival group aims to advance the appreciation, education and 
involvement in the arts in Littleborough for the public benefit, in particular but not exclusively, 
by the provision of an arts festival, workshops and public concerts.  The annual arts festival 
provides opportunities for local artists to experience how exhibiting at an exhibition operates 
and promotes creativity in the local community with a photographic competition, music 
concert, poetry evening and a wide range of arts and crafts workshops. 
 
Voluntary Arts Week Festival every May aims to promote wonderful creative activity, and to 
give it a moment in the spotlight.  Littleborough Arts Festival group on Saturday 13 May and 
Sunday 14 May 2017 participated in the Woollen Woods initiative, a fun way to bring craft 
and nature together, engaging communities with their local area, both as participants and 
visitors as they invite people to get creative with nature and spin a yarn about their local 
green spaces.  Throughout the weekend Hare Hill Park, Littleborough was filled with woollen 
creations of all shapes and sizes.  Visitors wandered around the park and enjoyed spotting 
creatures hiding in the trees and bushes.  Littleborough Arts Festival group worked with the 
Friends of the Park and Hare Hill House to engage schools, nurseries, older residents and 
community groups to create the variety of woolly pieces to decorate the park. 
 
Littleborough Arts Festival group organised workshops with housing provider Rochdale 
Borough Housing at three local sheltered housing schemes, Hare Hill Court, Olive Standring 



House and Saxon House.  Also a yarn box was left at each of the premises so residents 
could make their own contributions.  Smithy Bridge Primary School and Littleborough 
Community School both decorated their own tree in Hare Hill Park and local nurseries, 
Scamps, Happy Jack’s and First Steps also participated and contributed a range of woollen 
decorations.  The Crafternoon workshop participants at Ebor Studios created a series of 
spider webs that decorated a tree, whilst the Holy Trinity Youth Group made a giant spider 
that decorated the entrance to Hare Hill House.  Students from Hopwood Hall College 
created their own “underwater” display. 

Workshops were also organised by the Friends of Hare Hill House on both the Saturday and 
Sunday enabling people to create a contribution and help decorate the park.  A magnificent 
display was created in the park over the weekend and on the Sunday everyone celebrated 
with local Folk Art Group Oakenhoof providing entertainment including Maypole dancing 
around their crocheted Maypole. 





“The people taking part in this scheme got 
great pleasure and satisfaction in creating 
areas that were good for the public to see 
and also all plants used were wildlife 
friendly” 
Ray Smith 
Chair 

Pennines in Bloom

Recipient: Pennines in Bloom 

Project: Watergrove Improvements 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,256 

Pennines in Bloom aims to promote the development of new and existing facilities in all 
areas of Pennines Township to create and restore the environment.  A voluntary group 
consisting of representatives from across the community are working towards sustainable, 
long term environmental improvements that will benefit the local community and nurture 
understanding, appreciation and respect of our natural landscapes and the build 
environment. 

Watergrove Reservoir is situated north of Wardle with spectacular views across open 
moorland, wetland, woodlands and rough pasture and it offers a wide variety of habitats for 
wildlife and opportunities for the community to enjoy outdoor recreation activities in a breath 
taking location.  Besides the popular activity of walking in the area, fishing, orienteering, 
mountain biking and hang gliding takes place.  The reservoir constructed between 1930 and 
1938 is a Site of Biological Importance visited by several bird species such as Reed Bunting, 
Sedge Warbler, Common Sandpiper and Curlew.  Also the reservoir has a fantastic variety of 
insects and plants for any nature enthusiast.  Tortoiseshell, Speckled Wood and Red Admiral 
butterflies are a common sight in Summer as well as Emperor dragonflies and Azure damselflies. 
Plants that thrive include bluebells, yellow iris, March marigolds and fungi such as blusher, 
peppery bolete and earthy powdercap. 

Planting schemes at Watergrove Reservoir facilitated by Pennines in Bloom involved the 
replacement of shrubs/bedding plants in the raised beds within the car park, stone trough 
and near the lagoon.  Lavender Munsteed, Poly Anthus, Flag Iris (yellow) Polyanthus and 
poppy seeds were planted/sown in the raised beds and stone trough.  In the lagoon area to 
create colour all year round cuttings of Cornus Dogwood (red, yellow and purple) and 
varieties of Willow and Alder were planted.  Pennines in Bloom have received an incredibly 
positive response from the general public to the improvements to the area. 



“This latest success would not have been possible without 
the wholehearted support the band has received in funding 
for this latest venture.  Thanks go to our many friends and 
supporters, to members of the 200 club, local businesses, 

Milnrow Workmen’s Club, Milnrow Cricket Club and the 
Pennines Township.  …to the players my personal thanks 
for making your President a happy and contented man” 
Ken Watts 
Band President and PR 

Milnrow Band 

Recipient: Milnrow Band 
Project: Milnrow Band National Finals 2017 
Fund: Projects Fund 
Awarded: £7,000 

Milnrow Band was established over 150 years ago when it was known as the St Stephen’s 
Band before it changed its name after the Second World War to the village where it is based. 
The group of professional adults and aspiring academics aged from 17 to 55 years old have 
a wide and varied musical repertoire that enables them to perform concerts, small 10 piece 
accompaniments at events such as Remembrance Sunday, carnivals church walks and 
social engagements, and compete at prestigious international competitions.  Milnrow Band 
has no corporate sponsorship and relies on funds from engagements and support from the 
local community and businesses. 

Milnrow Band competed against 19 of the best bands in the country at the National Brass 
Band Championship Finals at the Royal Albert Hall London on 14 October 2017.  Each band 
had gained the right to perform in the Final by their success (1st, 2nd or in some cases 3rd) in 
their respective area contests in the year.  The test piece ‘Gallery’ was composed by Howard 
Snell and the music presented “a wide range of challenges with some of the toughest 
rhythmic ones being some of the oldest.”  At Milnrow Band’s second appearance at the 
Royal Albert Hall, the players were proud to achieve 10th place out of 20 bands. 



“The highlights so far have been 
presenting the team with their new kit 
and seeing them represent their club at 
big competitions and most recently 
amongst over 280 Littleborough RUFC 
members on their Junior Wales Tour” 
Rebecca Gibson 
U16’s Team Manager 

Littleborough RUFC 

Recipient: Littleborough Rugby Union Sports Club 

Project: Littleborough RUFC U16’s boys kits 

Fund: Projects 

Awarded: £2,340.80 

Littleborough Rugby Union Football Club is an established sports club that provides the 
local community with the opportunity to participate in rugby union, rugby league, football, 
cricket and general fitness sessions.  Qualified coaches and volunteers organise rugby 
union activities including the playing, coaching, refereeing of matches and recreational 
rugby promoting inclusion throughout the sport.  The club is located in the beautiful 
surroundings of Hollingworth Lake and it has teams for age groups U8’s to U16’s, Colts and 
Senior Rugby Teams. 

Provision of rugby playing kit tops, shorts and tracksuits was required by Littleborough 
RUFC Under 16's boys team as they had outgrown their existing kit.  The team has put the 
new kit sponsored by Pennines Township to good use promoting the team as smart and 
purposeful role models to the Junior Teams and also to the wider community as the team 
has travelled around the North West of England to matches. The kit was also worn proudly 
on their recent tour to Wales. 



At the start of the 2017/2018 Season the team struggled for players with a field of only 13 
players being present for the first few matches.  A recruitment exercise with the club hosting 
taster sessions for anyone wanting to give rugby a try and social activities plus the good 
reputation of Littleborough RUFC has grown the number of players to an impressive 27 
registered players (10 of the ‘new’ players had never played any form of rugby beforehand), 
with the team now regularly fielding a minimum of 20 players.  Littleborough RUFC Under 
16's has experienced some of their most impressive performances this season such as 
friendly fixtures with Littleborough 62 - 0 Tarleton and Littleborough 89 - 5 Kirby Lonsdale. 

In September 2017 Littleborough Mini and Juniors Teams signed up 217 boys and girls to 
participate in Rugby Union, making 13 teams, ranging from Under 7's to Under 18’s all for the 
new season.  These numbers constituted the biggest intake of Minis and Juniors in the 
history of the club. 
Rebecca Gibson 

U16’s Team Manager, Littleborough RUFC 

“The feel of the club is 
wonderful.  It feels like 

it’s a big family all 
playing together in a 

park, it's great” 

“I just know instantly that 
I am going to love it here 
as well as my sons.  It's 
lovely that people smile 

and talk to you even 
though they don't know 

you.  It's amazing”


